
 
 
 
 
 
SAF/LLZ (Legislative Research Team) 
 
COOPER, Jim   (Democrat) 
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Elected 2002 to 108th Congress 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Born:  Nashville, TN - 19 June 1954 
Home:  Nashville, TN 
Marital status: Married (Martha) - 3 children 
Religion:  Episcopalian 
Education:  U of North Carolina, BA 1975 (history/econ); Oxford U, MA 1977 

(politics/economics); Harvard U, JD 1980 
Profession:  Investment firm owner; lawyer 
Military:  None 
Political:  Previously served in the US House in 1983-95, retiring to run unsuccessfully for 
the 

Senate.  Elected to the House again in 2002 with 63.7 percent of the vote, defeating 
Robert Duvall (R) for the open seat vacated by Rep Bob Clement (D) who ran 
unsuccessfully for the Senate.   

Rep Cooper is a political moderate and admitted health care wonk.  Is considered 
pragmatic.   Supports universal health care coverage and abortion rights.  During his 
previous time in the House, criticized the reliability of the Peacekeeper missile, supported 
the construction of a rocket engine testing facility at the Arnold Engineering Development 
Center in his old district, and supported the use of force in the Persian Gulf war.  He also 
supported the B-2 and C-17 programs, and the use of force in Somalia.   Voted against 
withdrawing troops from Haiti, terminating funding for NASA’s space station, and lifting 
the ban on homosexuals in the military.   District includes an Army Corps of Engineers 
facility. 

Additional Background:  Had surgery in June 2002 to remove a tumor from his colon. His 
father, Prentice Cooper, was Governor of Tennessee from 1939-45.   

AF Bases:  Nashville Metropolitan Airport (ANG) 
 
COMMITTEES 
 
ARMED SERVICES -- Subcs on:  Total Force; Tactical Air & Land Forces; Terrorism, 
Unconventional Threats & Capabilities 
 
BUDGET 
 
GOVERNMENT REFORM 


